LECTURE VI
THE ESCHATQLOGY OF THE  A VESTA. General similarities in Escliatological IVegfends.
I MENTIONED at the end of my last Lecture a number of traditions gathered from different parts of the world, and all having reference to a bridge between earth and heaven.    Some of these traditions
wore purely mythological, and were suggested, as it seemed, by actual phenomena of nature, such as the rainbow and the Milky Way. Others, on the contrary, spiang evidently from a moral conviction that there must be a way by which the human soul could return to God, a conviction which, however abstract in its origin, could not altogether resist being likewise clothed in the end in more or less fanciful and mythological phraseology.
When we have to deal with common traditions found in India, Greece, and Germany, we must generally be satisfied if we can discover their simplest germs, and show how these germs grew and assumed a different colouring on Indian, Greek, or German soil. I explained this to you before in the case of the Greek Charlies, the Sanskrit Haritas. Here wo find that the words are identically the same, only pronounced differently according to the phonetic peculiarities of the Greek and the Sanskrit languages. (0                              N